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On Confucian Ritual and Music Culture and its Contemporary Reconstruction
SUI Si—xi  Northeast Normal University

Abstract: Confucianism has always consciously sought for the possibility of renewing and opening its
mind by the means of reflecting traditions. In the reflection on the tension between nature and culture Confu—
cian philosophy inherits and develops the tradition of rites and music of Zhou Dynasty. As the ideological sub—
ject of ritual and music culture we can judge the ideological characteristics and spiritual temperament of ritual
and music culture from Confucianism. The ideological characteristics of the culture of rites and music lie in its
reflection on the issues of Heaven and Human human nature and culture body and mind. The spirit of rites
and music is the spirit of seeking the perfection of life in the tension between nature and culture. In the new
era the global human dream is drawing rich ideological nourishment and useful value insights from the excel—-
lent culture of our nation. When modern people try to rediscover the meaning of life and the value of life in the
realistic situation of spiritual distress and moral conflict the culture of rites and music and its spirit also get
the chance of relight which will surely solve the problem of life.

Key words: confucian; ritual and music culture; the spirit of rites and music; contemporary reconstruc—

tion



